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industry, resulted in her taking the cream of the aerial motor and aeroplane industries, and securing a lead of many years.
In England nothing was done at all comparable with the achievements of the French and the Americans. S. F, Cody, A. V. Roe, and two or three others were doing pioneer work, but the public took no interest. Roe made the first flight in a British machine, Cody following closely with his biplane. Towards the end of 1908 Moore-Brabazon bought a Voisin biplane, in which he made short flights in France.
Meanwhile, in Canada, Douglas McCurdy was majdng significant progress, and achieving results which compel us to place him next to the Wrights, who at that time had no serious rival. The "Silver Dart" in which McCurdy made his trials resembled the Wright machine in that it had no tail. The supporting surfaces had only a single concave curvature. In various respects it resembled the Wright machine, having the elevator in front and the vertical rudder at the rear, but it was driven by only one propeller. McCurdy made many demonstrations with his apparatus, and flights of half an hour were frequent. The Canadian Government were so impressed that they decided to afford official help. McCurdy was assisted by Baldwin, who made flights in the same apparatus.
Dr. Alexander Graham-Bell was experimenting on a totally different type of machine. This was called the " Cygnet II," and it consisted of some 3500 tetrahedral cells. A small measure of success was achieved, but it was spoilt by accidents.
In the United States Glenn Curtiss constructed a biplane which, in some respects, resembled the Wright machine, and with it won laurels at the Rheims Aviation Meeting.
The Aeronautical Society of Great Britain, in 1908,